SUMMARY OF HISTORY

Roman Eppire

Note to gtudents: These important events of history, beginning with the close of the
Roman Republic, are discussed here in only the briefest mammer, To learn more about
each of the events, periods and personalities givem you would do well to look them up
in lenger and the other sources cited,

The era of Rome's rise to world domination may be divided, for the sake of conveni~-
ence, into four major periods as follows:

(1) From the re-founding of Rome by Rammlus and Remus in 753 B.C. to the
establishment of the Republic in 509 B.C. (Langer, pp. 81-83), During
this period Rome was ruled by a monarchy, For this 1list of early kings
see vol, one of the Compendium, pp. 411=414.

(2) From the founding of the Republic to 265 B,C. During this period Rome
gained control of most of the Italian peninsula (Lemger, 84-87),

(3) From 265 B.C. to 146 B.C. the Romens fought three long wars with Car-
thage and extended their power over Sicily, North Africa, Spain amd
the Greek peninsula (Lamger, 97-102),

(4) Finally, between 146 and 27 B.C., Rome completed the conquest of the
entire Mediterranean world (Lemger, 102-112),

44, B.C, Agsassination of Julius Caesar on March 15th in the senate by a group of
his "friends" who formed a conspiracy to attempt to save the Republic,
The result was predictable—civil war! (Lenger, 110.)

4de31 Civil wer between the three men comissioned to save the state—intomy,
Lepidus and Octavian (called the Second Triumvirate),

31 Battle of Actimm, Off the pramontory of Actium in 31 B.C., located on
the western coast of Greece, the Roman and Egyptian fleets clashed, In
the midst of the battle, Cleopatra sailed back to Egypt with her ships,
fptony, elthcugh he had en army on shore, abandoned it and also went to
Egypt. The next year both he amnd Cleopatra committed suicide, Octavien
had triumphed, Both the Ptolemaic ire and the Romsm Republic had
ended! The Roman Bmpire had begtm!emx()Langar, 97, 111,)

27 B.C.=14 Octavian-Augustus reigned for over 40 years as the first Roman Empercr,
During this time, Christ was born (4 B.C.), The policies of Augustus re-
sulted in a long period of peace end stability during which the true
Church could begin and the gospel spread by the original Apostles,

19 Herod the Great began building the temple at Jerusalem in this year in
the months immediately preceding Passover, The major part of the con=
struction was completed by the sutum of B,C, 18 in about 1} years, How-
ever, improvements and additions were still being made 46 years later in
A.D, 28 just before the first Passover in Jesus' ministry (John 2:20)
(See pages 28-29 of the booklet, “The Crucifixion Was Not on Friday".s
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In July of this year Caesar Augustus issued the decree for the census

spoken of in Luke 2:1-2 (see pp, 25-26 of the "Crucifixion® booklet),

As a result of this decree, prophecy was fulfilled amnd Christ was bcrm
the following year in Bethlehem,

Christ was born in the autumm of this year during the fall Holy Day
seasen, Herod the Greaf, king of Judaea (37-4 B.C.), died a short
time later in November, For the account of Herod's death see Jose=-
phus' Antiquitieg 17:6 and Warg 1:23. /The discussicn of the time

of Herod's death on pp, 26=27 of the "Crucifixion® booklet which states
that Herod died in 3 B.C. needs to be revis

Reign of Herod Aptipas, son of Herod the Great, called "Herod the tet-
rarch® in Matt, 1421, John the Baptist condemned his marriage with
Herodias, the wife of his brother Fhilip, and was put to death as a
result,

Upon the death of Herod in 4 B.C., Augustus divided the kingdom in Pal=-
estine between three of Herod's sons: Archelaus received Judea, Antipas
ruled Galilee, and Philip held northeastern Palestine, When complaints
fram Judea increased, Augustus exiled the incampetent Archaelaus to Gaul
and converted Judea into a Romen province in 6 A,D,

* % % %R R

The year of the death of Augustus marks the beginning of an era of almost
two centuries of peace in the Roman Empire commonly known as the pax Ro-
mana. In A Higtorv of the Apncient World by Chester G, Starr, page 575,
we read this statement: "For the Roman Empire as a whole the era from
A,D, 14 to 180 (the death of Marcus Aurelius) was the most peaceful amd
secure that the ancient Mediterraneam world hed ever experienced,"

Before going on with specific details, the history of the dominatiom, decline, and
fall of the Romsn Empire may be broadly outlined in the following seven stages:

(1) The period from 27 B.C.. to 68 A.D, included the reigns of Augustus,
Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, and Nero—the Julio-Claudiam line,

(2) In the year 63-70 Home saw four different rulers on the throne —
Galba, Otho, Vitellius, and Vespasian! It was a year of chaos and
revolt, but it was only temporary amnd peace returned to the empire,

(3) The period 70-192 witnessed the resumptim of the pax Romgna and the
growth of the Empire to its greatest geographical extent, The Flav-
isn house—Vespasian, Titus, Domitian—was followed by the “five good
emperors® (Nerva, Trajen, Hadriam, Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius)
plus Commodus, the last of the Antonine line,

(4) T™he period 192-284 (the bulk of the 3rd century A.D,) is "character-
ized by the complete collapse of government and economics throughout
the Mediterranean"! (Langer, 127,) This drastic decline would have
been fatal had it not been for the reforms of Diocletian and Constan-
tine,

(5) Diocletian ruled 284-305, His administrative reorganization of the
empire set the pattern for the "image of the beast", the Roman Cath-
olic Church's hierarchical government,
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Outline of the domination, decline, and fall of the Roman Empire concluded:

(6) Constemtine ruled 305-337, He completed the restructuring of the Eme
pire begun by Diocletiam, During his reign “Christianity™ became rec-
ognized amd legalized in the Empire,

(7) The period of final decline and fall may be dated 337-476 amnd after,
The Germanic invaders from the north could no longer be held outside
the Enpire.

L I B N W

12-37 A, D, Reign of Tiberius, During his first two years he was go-ruler with Augus-

26=27

27=31

31

33

35
45
49

tus, This significant reign witnessed the ministry of John the Baptist,
the ministry and death of Jesus, and the beginning of the true New Testa=-
ment Church, One dgy Tiberius will weke up to realize the significance
of the historical events that transpired in Palestine during his period
of rulel

In this 15th year of the reign of Tiberius (dating from the year 12-13
when his co-rule began) John the Baptist conducted his ministry of re-
pentence all about the Jordan River before Jesus was baptized by him
(Luke 3:1-3), It should be noted here that, on the basis of the latest
evidence, the reign of Tiberius should be dated October to October (not
April to April as the™Crucifixion®™ booklet states — Dr, Hoeh needs to
re-write this section also), Therefore his first year was Oct, 12 A.D.
to Oct, 13 A.D, and his 15th year October of 26 to October of 27, Thus
the ministry of John the Baptist, which probably lasted some six months,
occurred during the last half of Tiberius! 15th year or from the spring
to the sutum of 27 A.D, when Jesus' 3% year ministry began,

The ministry of Christ covered a period of 3} years from the autum of
27 to the spring of 31 when the crucifixion occurred, Jesus began to
ereach publicly in A.D. 28 at Pentecost (Luke 4216; see page 32 of the
Crucifixiom® booklet),

Pontius Pilate was procurator of Judsea during this period of ten years,
Apparently he was appointed to office prigr to January of 27 and then
took office some time during the first months of 27 A.D,

The arrest and execution of Sejenus, who was plotting against the Empercr,
form an important part of the background of events in the Empire in rela-
tion to the crucifixion of Jesus as discussed by Ir, Hoeh in the "Rome
package® syllabus material (discussed on p., 119 in Langer), In this same
crucial year the Ney Testapent Church began on the Dav of Pentecost.

Simon Magus "dunked” (Acts 8). This marks the true origin of the Roman
Catholic Church! (For this and subsequent events in early church history,
see Lesson 49 of the Correspondance Course, the first in the series on
the true history of the true church,)

Early in this year Saul was converted on the road to Demascus,

Simon Magus goes to Rome,

Ministerial conference at the headquarters church (Acts 15). 239
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Ii’aul goe.«;, to Burope — second 19-year cycle begins on Day of Pentecost
Acts 16),

Reign of Nero, Nero is importamt because of his relationship to the

life of Paul, his persecution of the Christisns in Rome, and the fact
that his inept and dissolute rule culminated in the revolutionary and
chaotic period of 63-=70 when Jerusalem fell,

Paul writes the Epistle to the Romans., He is placed under arrest in
Jerusalem (Acts 21),

Paul remains under arrest and appsars befare Felix, Festus, and Herod
Agrippa II (50-100, page 115 in Langer), It was before Festus that Paul
made his appeal to Caesar (Acts 25:10-123 23:11), The full story is
contained in chapters 21 through 26 of the Book of Acts,

Paul sails to Rome, This is the same year in which Nero rurdered his
mother, Agrippina! (Langer, p, 120,)

Paul's first Roman imprisonment lasted two years (Acts 28:30), He was
released in 61,

After being released from Prison, Paul journeyed to Spain, England, and
undoubtedly made a circuit of all Northwestern Europe, In this same
year James, the Lord's brother, was martyred by being thrown from &
high window of the temple,

A great fire destroyed most of Rome, Nero blamed his act of “slum
clearance™on the Christians who were sevemdy persecuted (Langer, 120),

Beginning of the Jewish revolt in Judaea which culminated in 70 with
the destruction of Jerusalem, _

Paul's second and last Roman imprisonment, He was arrested somewhere
in Agia, taken again to Rome, and was beheaded in 68, Peter was killed
in this same year, Nero committed suicide in a villa ocutside Romse
ending the Julio-Claudian line of emperors,

This brief but violent period witnessed the rise and fall of three eme=
perors—-Galba, Otho, and Vitellius—before Vespasismn stabilized the realm
and founded the Flavian dynasty, This was a time of revolution in the

entire Roman Empire and brought about the following key developmentsgs

(1) The second 19~year cycle ended for the Ephesian era of the
Church becsuse all public meetings were bamned—the New
Testament Church was no longer able to speak and reach
people with the Gospel in a public manner, The authorities
put an end to all public and private meetings in order to
prevent the possiblity of further revolution!

(2) Jerusalem fell, the Jews were slaughtered by the Romsn armies
under Titus (autum of 70),

(3) Prior to this the Jerusalem headquarters church had fled to
Pella,

(4) The Temple was burnt!
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Conquest of Britain by the Romans, Despite later revolts, the Romaniza-
tion of Britain continued rapidly from this time forward iLanger, 122),

An eruption of Mt, Vasﬁvius, on the Bay of Naples, huried Pompeii as well
as another city, Herculaneum. And the next year, 80 A.D,, a severe fire
occurred in Rome,

The Emperor Domitian ruled 81-96, He is known for his responsibility in
the imprisonment of John, He was finally assassinated in 96 A.D, (the
event which marks the end of the Flaviam line—Langer, p, 123) which
leads to the implication that 96 is the year when John wms releaged from
Roman captivity (he had been banished to the island of Patmos, Rev, 1:9)
The decade of the 90's A.D. is the one during which John's Gospel, his
three Epistles, and the Book of Revelation were written,

Reign of the elderly Nerva (born 35 A.D.), Since Nerva and his three suc-
cessors had no sons of their own (many Emperors had no male heir!) , the
principle of gdoptiocn, triumphing over heredity, secured a succession of
capable rulers known as "the five good empercrs®--Nerva, Trajan, Hadriem,
Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius--Nerva's accession marking the beginning
of the Antonine 1line which endured wmtil 192,

Death of the Apostle John,

Reign of Emperor Trajan, He allowed Christians peace instead of persecu~
tion--though the law demanded persecution——because truly repentamt and
converted Christians were obedient, peaceful, dependasble——the kind of
subjects any government appreciates! (CC Lesson 49, page 10,)

In Britain, Hadrian (117-138) builds his wall across the island (Lenger,
page 124),

The Jews of Judaea revolted upon the founding of a Roman colony (Aelia
Capitolina) in Jerusalem and the dedication of a temple to Jupiter Cap-
itolinus gp the site of their temple. Their leaders were the priest El-
eazar and the fanatic, Simon Bar Cocheba, As Ir, Hoeh explained in the
"Rome package® syllabus materiel, Eusebius in his Church History, re-
cords that the Homans were not able to build this pagan temple because
supernaturel balls of fire came out to strike the workmen! It was not
that the Jews put a stop to it because they were powerless to do so—it
was the result of divine intervention, Hemember that this is in the lat=
ter years of the reign of Hadrian, The suppressiom of the revolt all but
depopulated Judaea and thereafter Jews could enter Jerusalem but once a
year; Jerusalem was made a Romam colony, This completed the denationali-
zation of the Jews begun by Vespasian, Until 1919 the Jews of the Dis-
persion (h’amgra), scattered among other peoples and generally desrvised,
possessed only a racial amd religious wnity, The two great editions of
the Tglgud were prepared in Babylon in the late 5th century (Lenger, 124).

Most of the Pella congregation apostatizes marking the end of the Ephés-
izn era and the beginning of the Smymme ere,

Polycarp, bishop of Smyrne who had been trained by the apostle John, con-
tended unsuccessfvlly with Anicetus, the bishop of Rome, about keeping
the Passover, Anicetus held to Easter obssrveance!
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What happened next? You guessed it—Polycarp is burnt tc death!

Reign of Marcus Aurelius, a distinguished Stoic philosopher; he was the
author, in Greek, of Meditatiops. His reign represents the triumph of

icd Read about the origin and significance of the Stoic philoso-
phy in Dr, Martin's "Race Change™ paper, Langer, page 125 states that,
"Marcus is said to have issued a severe rescript against the Christisps.
In any case, they were subjected to increasingly bitter and far-reaching
persecution persecution, probably as fomenters of trouble by their pro-
phecies of evil, and as disloyal to the state because they would not
swear oaths to the emperor or offer incense to his statues or serve in
the army," This description could, of course, apply as much to false
Christians of the time—-the not-yet legally recognized developing Cathe
olic church=-as to Christians of the Smyrna era, if not mere so,

This was the first of four periodg in which umbelievable ines,
plasues and patural disasterg calamitously reduced the Roman émpire to
rubble! The second was from 250-265 A.D,, the third from 395 to 410
A.D,, and the fourth, and by far the most distressing period of all,

was from 525 to 610 A.D, (during and after the time of Justinian), These
events are discussed in the article "Will We Ever Learn?™ by Ir, Martin
in the August, 1965, Plain Iruth. These calamities are as much the cause
of the decline end fall of fome as any other single factar!! Yet many
historians almost caompletely overlook them, Langer mentions very brief-
1y the first two of these periods (pp. 125, 129).

Reign of Cammodus, last of the Antonine line, He was the first emperar
since Domitian to succeed by birth rather than by adoption. Boak gives
the following description: "Lucius Aurelius Commodus, the igncble son

of a noble father, is cme of the few in the long line of Roman rulers

of whom pothing good can be said. Cowardly, cruel, end sensual, he gave
himself up to a life of pleasure and left the conduct of the government
in the hands of a succession of favorites, who used their power to fur-
ther their own interests . « « o His chief ambition was to win fame as a
gladiator, He frequently appeared in the arena., . « o (4 History of Home
t0 565 AyDey pe 269.) Langer describes his fitting end: "On Dec, 31, 192,
his concubine Marcia, his chamberlain Eclectus, and the praetorian prae-
fect Lgetus had him stmgled by a wrestler named Narcissus" (p. 126?.

As stated earlier, the period from 192 to 284 witnessed a drastic decline
in the Empire which was saved only by the drastic measures of two strong
rulers, Diocletian and Constantine,

Reign of Septimius Severus, He was the firgt Roman Emperor pot of Roman
extraction—he was a Phoenician from North Africa, See page 37 fd, in
"The Race Change™, And thus the Carthaginians triumphed over Rome after
alll

Pdycrates of Agia Minor defended the Passover before Victor of Home; but
Victar “excommunicated® those in Asia who still kept the Passover!

Brief reign of Elagabglug who was a full-fledged priest of the gup god in
his native country of Syria, See Dr, Martin's description of him on ppe.
38239 of "The Race Change®, He was murdered by the praetorian guard,

Founding of the New Persian Empire by Ardashir, This meant more prob-
lems for the trouble~ridden Empire-enother ememy to hold off!
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"The period of fifty years from 235 to 285 A.D, is a prolonged repeti~
tion of the shorter epochs of civil war of 68-69 and 193-197 A.D, Drxr-
ing this interval twenty-six Augusti, including such as were colleagues
in the jgperium, obtained recognition in Rome end of these only one es-
caped violent death, In addition, there were mumerous usurpers or 'ty-
rents,! as candidates who failed to make good their claims to the princi-
pate were called, Almost all of these emperors were the naminees of the
soldiery, and at least possessed military qualifications that were above
the average, In gemeral they conscientiocusly devoted themselves to the
task of restoring order in the Empire, but their efforts were in the main
nullified by the treachery of their own troops and the rise of rival em-
perors o ¢ « o the main cause of this disorganization lay in the fact
that the professional army had lost all sense of loyalty to the Empire

e oo o (Boak, Pe 276).

Reign of Decius who "instituted the first genersl pergecution of the
Chrigtisng, and perhaps of all who would not sacrifice to the emperor,
Emperor-worship, though used as early as Pliny as 2z test against Chrigt-
iens, seems now to have become a requirement of all loyal subjects,
which indicates a growing belief in the actual divinity of the emperor®
(Langer, 129)., :

This second period of great calamity in the Roman world included plague,
famine, war, and earthquakes, 4 full gne-half of the human race were
completely wiped out of existence in this short 15 years!

Reigns of Valerianus (253-259) and Gallienus (253-268) under whom, in the
words of Boak, p, 277, "tho fortunes of the empire reached their Jowest
ebb"! During the rule of the farmer, as the fromtiers ceased to hold,
cities within the empire began to build wglls. In the days of the latter,

pretenderg m t t the empire and the period has been called
that of the Mthirty tyrants® (Langer, 129).

Reign of Diocletian, whose reforms along with those of Constentine, gaved
the Roman Egpire which was about to collapse from internal end external
problems! The Empire was divided into two parts, east and west (the two
legs of the image, Dem, 2!) with the dividing line rmning from the Den-
ube down to the Adriatic coast south of Dalmatia, The two major spheres
were subdivided into four praefectureg—Gaul, Italy, Illyricum, and the
East, Then each praefecture was divided into several djocegeg: and, last-
1y, the dioceses were subdivided into provinces (a total of 116), This
period in the history of Rome is very important in relation to the Bible
because it is the time when the final structure of “the Beast" was set-
tled from which the ™image of the Beast™—-the governmental organizatiom
of the burgeoning Roman Catholic Church—was copied!! (Langer, p., 131.)

A period of general persecution of the Christiams umder Diocletian, These
ten years of persecution are referred to prophetically as ten dayg in the
history of the Smyrna Era of the true Church in Rev, 2:10, This was & di-
rect attempt to extirpate Christismity in all forms, whether true or her-
etical, in the whole Empire! As Langer notes, the persecution was stopped
in the entire west in 306—eafter just three years—but raged in the east
until 313, This is the reason the Catholie Church in the West survived
to be so strong later, (Langer, 132,)

242
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305-337 Reizn of Copstantine the Great. Christiamity was too widespread to root
out so, under Constantine, it was legalized. As Dr, Hoeh explains, it
was brought into the government—tied to the government—gg the goverp-
ment could control it! The key events in the reign follow:

(1) 311 — Galerius, Licinius, and Constantine, in concert, issued
an edict which put an end to the persecution of Christi-
ans and granted them the right to practice their religiom,

(2) 312 — Battle of the Milvian Bridge before which Constantine said
he saw a cross in the sky and the device jp hoc sismo vip-
ceg (Langer, 133).

(3) 313 — Zdict of Milap. "In 313 Constantine and Licinius met at
Milan, where they issued a joint edict of toleratiom, which
placed Christianity upon an equal footing with the pagan
cults of the state, Although this edict enunciated the
principle of religious toleration for the Empire, it was
issued with the view to win the political support of the
Christisng and pointed unmistakably to Christianity as
the future state religigm" (Boak, pp. 347-348),

(4) 321 — Constantine designated Sunday as a general holiday, This
"was in full accord with his policy of toleratiom, for al-
though this was the day celebrated by Christismms (2) as
"the Lord's day," as the “day of the Sum™ it could be cel-
ebrated by pagans also" (Boak, p. 350).
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Key events. in the reign of Constantine concluded:
(5) 325 = C if Nicgea, This was the world's first ecumenical (worlde

wide) council in the history of Catholicism! The Eleventh edi-
tion of the Britennica emphasizes that this “was the first at—
tompt to fix the criteria of Christian orthodoxy by means of def-
initely farmulated pronouncements on the content of Christien
belief o o o o" Koy topics were the date for the observance of
Easter, the Arian controversy, and the doctrine of the Trinity,

(6) 330 — Dedication of Constantinople as capital (Langer, 133), Until
this year Constantine issued coins with the image of the Sum-
god, with vhom the emperor was often identified (Boak, 350),

(7) 337 — Doath of Constantine, On his death bed he was baptized by ggper-
siop—otherwise known as gprinkling! This is the first recorded
act of sprinkling in all of church history!!

343 Meeting of the Council of Sardica, composed of Western leaders only—it was
not a universal or ecumenical council! It confirmed the Western feeling that
the bishop of Rome ought to be the head of the Church by sanctioning Pope
Julius as the final arbiter in disputes resulting from the Arian controversy,

361-363 Reign of Julian "the Apostate®, the last emperor who did not favor Christian-
ity. He wanted to substitute paganism for Christianity (Lemger, 133), His
statements about Christ help prove He was an actual historical figure (see
Dr, Hoeh's comments in the syllabus material on Rome),

376 Exactly 100 years before the traditional date for the fall of the Roman Em-
pire, the Visigoths crossed the Danube into the Empire, This is the date
usuglly givem to mark the beginning of the German invasions,

378 Battle of Adriamople, The Emperor Valens is killed, This marks the begin-
ning of the end for the Empire, After this the Romans were never again able
to keep the barbarians out of the Boman bowmdaries,

395-410 This marks the third period of great calamity to strike the Empire, See Ir,
Martin's article (August, 1965, Plain Truth).

Lo The Romans evacuate Britain,
410 The Visigoths sack Rome under Alaric (Lemger, 134), First time in 800 years!!

429 The Vandals under Gaiserig after a two-year siege of Hippo (where its bishop,
Augustine dies in 430), seize North Africa,

435 The Vandal kingdom in Africa is recosnized by the Roman government.

4459 The Angles and Saxons leave Burcpe and move into Britain due to pressure fram
the vast Hunnic realm under Attila,

451 The Muns are stopped at the Battle of Chalens (Langer, 135). This was the

most gignificent battle of entiquity because it meant the survivael of the
Roman concept of government in Europe, later promoted by Charlemagne,

455 The Vandals wmder Geiseric sack Rome,

476 The Herulien, Odovacar, deposed Romilus Augustulus, the last emperor in the
west, at Ravenna, This is the traditional date for the end of the Roman

Empire, 245



