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EfnA Eurrlre

Not€ .te 5tddgn3gl lbege tryorlant evmts of blstory, bagLmiag rdtb tbe closo of t'be

Effi.T6@|are dlecusio bere ln ohly the balefest nn'rrer. to leern nore about
eecb of iba w6nta, periods md peraonalttlea givo you rmrld do pIL to look tho tp
t:r Lnger od tbo otber tources aited.

Ibe ara of Eoslr riso to yorld d"n{naticn nry bb dlvlded, for the gab of ccnovanl-

sneer lato fcnr naJor prlodl ag follons:

(t) ncn the ro-fsungtrg of \one by Rcllrrlus and Senms ,t 753 B-C' to thE
egtabllsbnot of th6 Rryublto 

-!n 
5O9 B.C. (tangen, p. 81-E). nrjrg

t[tr perlod Rm na-nr1ed ty a pcooarchtr: -For thts ]l.st of early Hags
gee vol. cne of tbe Ccryodltlur pp, l+11-l+1ln

(Z) fto tbc fondtlg of tbe n€publlo to 265 B.C- AFltag tbie perl.od none- - 
eabsa control oI nost of tLe It,alte panlnsula (Iagsrr 8+gl).

b) rfo 265 B.C. to 1lS B.c- the Bosrs fonglt three lcnog nars nlth Gar-
tbage ad steaded thelr pol€r crer.SlcL\rr lbrtb AfrLca, Spata ad
tbe Gare'ek palnatla (Lergerr n-1&).

(+) ffnafry, betr.eeo 1t6 sd 7l ,8.C., Bone-cnn'!.1eted tbe ccorqrrest of the
otlre ibdlterraean norld (Iagcl 1Q-1121.

t-
U+ B.C.

tb31

31

n B.C.-11+

AoEaeglnaticn of Jullus Caess m March 15tb ln tbe ssnate by a grorp of
his rfilmdstr rfio foraEd a conaplracy tg attempt to sane tbe Reprrblic.
lbs res.lt sas gredlctable-clvl1 uarl (Lergerr 110.)

Clv{l riar betueo the three nsn cccalesl@ed to sa"e the etate-htry,
bfdus od Octwta (catled the Seocnd &fiwtrate).

BattLe of lctlrn Off the pncncntccT of lcttul la 31 B.C.r located q
tbe 1psterrr coaet of Cceece, tfre none od Egrptlao fleetg claEbed. Ia
the nLdst of the battle, C1eoPatra salled back to Egpt vith her 

"hlP?.lutury, altheugb he had sn ary on_shone, abadoned Lt md allso rsnt to
Egrpt.- &e neit year both he ad Clecpatra connitted eticLde. gctavl.a
hia'trturphea. Aotn the PtolErnalc eargtre ad the Rc!tre SepublLc had
adedt fls nme eptre bad begrul (Icnee, 97, 111.)

0ctavLsr-&,rgustua relgned for over.4O yea{s as the first noae F*4nror.
Orrlng thla tlne, Cbrlst rre bc.rr (4 B.C. ). the policles of Argustus re-
su}{ea ia a long perlod of peace md stabllit1r durlng r*rtch the trrre
Cburcb could begla od tbe gospel apread by the orlgtnal .Apostles.

Eerod tbs Gre*t bega hrtld{rrg the teryile at JerusaLa tn thie year in
the nontha Lnnedlate\y precedhg Paeswer. !:e rnaJor part of the con-
stnrctlon rna coryletedty the autr.m of B.C. 18 in aUort $yearu. Horr
ever, iuprorroenti od addLtl.ons rpre gti-ll betng mde 46 Y.lars later ln
L.D,'28 just b€fore the flrst Pagrdvar l.n Jesrgl-rninistry (lof,n 2z2O)2
(See pagi a 2&;29 of tbe boolclet, rthe Cnrclflxlcnr I'las lbt o lhldryr. )
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5 R,Q. In JuJy of thie year Caesar .0ugustuo lgEued tbe decree for the cen$E
spoka- of ln Lrlae 2:1-2 (see W. 2126 of the l0nrciflxlon! booklet).
As a regult of this decreo, prophec'y ttas flrlfiLled qrd Christ rras bc.:!
the follovS:g year i.n Bethlebeo.

4 B.C. ChrlEt uas bortr in the autrmr of this $ec dtrJng tbe fall Holy laf
sea3oa. Eerod Llg Greai, H'g of Judaea (n-+ B.C.)r dLed a sbort
tjne later in ltovenobe. For the acosunt-of llsrodlg deEtb gee Jose-
phuar htlorltie! fl:6 and &X.1 1 zlJ,--fue dlsc'ueslm of tbe tlne
of llerodts dedth on pp. z*n of the r0nrcifi4lor booklet vhich statee
that Eerod dled in jb.c- ueeds to be rwiseq,./

4, B.C.-39 R€ig of gglg$ e!|ne& soo of Herod tbe Grsat, called lHerod the tet-
rarcbr la l{att. 1l+?1. Jobn the Bapttat codmed bls narrlage dth
Herodlas, the rdfe of hle brother Pbrttpr ad uas prt to death ag a
regrlt.

6 AD.. Ilpco tbe death of llerod l:l 4 B.C-r &rgqstue divtded the 4lgdo {n Pal-
eitlre betrpa three of llerodls sms: lcchelaus recelved Judoa, lotlpaa
nrled Q61i'16r6, ad Phrllp held northeagtern Palastlae.. qcr corylatnte
fboo Judea inlreased, &rgustus €xtled the inccryetqt A.rchaelaus tq Qaul
ad ccurnsrted Judea lato a Rono provlnce tu 6 A.D.

rtlttt

14 A.D. lbe yee of the death of Arryustus narks the beginning of an era of aLnost
trp centurles of p€ace in tbe Botre hntre cconcmly born as the !S Eg-
pflt$ b $ Hlstorr 9{ lhe lmcle"t t{orld by Cbe$e G. Sta:r, pago 1152
rp read tbls statetnent: rFor the RoEa ntrf'lre as a rbole the era frco
A..D. 1/r to 180 (the ae*h of Margus Aursliw) ras tbe nost peaceftrl ard
securr tbet the aclenrt l{editeroear rrccld had wer extrrriemced.r

Before go{ng on rdtb qpeciflc deta{lsr tbe hlstoqy of the donlnatico, decllner ed
falt of the rtouna n"pfre nry be boadly outlbecd ta the follontag s€{ten stagea:

(t) ne perlod frco ? B.C..to 68 A.4. lncluded t'he refers of Argustust
Tlbeilua, Callgula, Clarrdlus, ad lbro-itrs Jq11q-Claudla, 1lne.

(Z) f" tbe ye6. 6y7O }lcme sau forr differot gr"[erg on the throne -Galbq Othoe Vltelllugr ed Vespasia I It Hlts a year of chaoa E1d
revolt, but it nae crly teryorrlr od peace retu$ed to the erylre.

(:) tte piroa 70-192 rrltnessed the reolqrtbo of tbe 9g Eggg_aed the
eroutn of the Enpb€ to ltg grcatest geographtcal extent. lbe Flav-
Ia house-Vespai!.m, Tltuse-Dnm{flnr-rns ?oILotFd ty the-rflve good
qlerorlr (tgntar Trilarr fliarla, lntolaus Piua, l'tarcus Aurellus)
plru Conroodne, the last of the lutmlne llne.

(+) te perlod 192-294 (tUe Urtt of tbe 3rd centurT l. D, ) ls rcbaractar'-
lze{ by the conplete coLlapse of goverrnent ad econonice througbout
tbe l,ladlterrane@rl (Laneer, 1Zl.) &fg draetlc declhe rculd batp
besn fatat had 1t not beeo for the refoms of Dlocletian ad Ccarste
tlnc.

(:) qb"fetla nr1ed 28t-395. Hla adntnlstratlve reorgalzation of tbe
erylre set the pattem for the rinage of the beastr, tbe Rono Catb-
o11o Cburchf e blsrarchlcal govornrstt.
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gmary of HlstoqTt Bma &rplre Page 3

Outllne of tbe dol.aatlom, decli:lar ed faIl of tbe itoa Erplre cocluded;

(6) Ccostatlne nrled 3lr37l. Inacqleted the regtrrreturtng of tbe b
pJrs begun ty Dloclett$r. Arfng hla reLgn r0hrlstldrlt5rr becane reo-
ognlzed md J.egallzed ln the &plre.

(Z) ne perlod of fl.aal declhee ad f,all nay be dated 37/-n6 ad aftc.
lbe Genuanlc Lnvadera tlon the nortb aould no loorger be beld outslde
the &plre.

IIITTIT

1?-77 t\D. 8€l€D of Tlberlrrs. Drrlag his flrst trm years he nas lEgLfgE lrlth fugut-
tug. &16 rrgnlfl.cot retg rdtnegsod tbe nfulstry of Jobn the Baptlstr
the rnl:rlstlif ad death of Jesur, ad the begfnnhg of tbe trrre l{aw Testa-
rnsrt Cbrrcb. Ore dry llb€rlru vlll flab up to reallze the sl€ntflcoce
of tbe blstorlcal eruts tbst trrrqptred ln Palesttne durfng hls pertod
of rulE t

26-Zl Ia tbla 15tb year of the rergn of Tlborluc (aatfue Son the yet 1L13
r&qr bls co-rrrle bega) John tbe BQtlst conducted hls Dlnlstry of re-
potoce r'l'! about the Jord& R,lwr before Je$rs rns baptlzed by hin
(lerb 3,.1-3). It strotrld be noted ber-e tbat, m tbe basis of tbe latest
wldanoe, the relgn of Tlberlw ghordd U Aitea Qclglgg l,g 9S!gb!8, hot
lgrll to lprdt as tbotnrctflxicor bookJ,et statea - t'. Hoeb needs to
r6-yr1tr" tLfu Bsct:"ca also). &erefore hLs flrst yss rras Oct. 12 A.4
to Oct. 13 A.!. srd his 15tb yec October of 26 to October of ?1. thue

t- tbe nlalstr1r of John tbe Brytletr_&icb probab\y lasted sosle slx noatbe,
ocqrrred durtng tbe last half of tlbartusr 15tb year or &m tbe spring
to tbE guturu, of n A.4 r&o Je$lsl tl y"o nfnfsEf begsr.

Tl-31 Ihe nrn{etry of Cbrlet corered a perlod of 7t years So tbe autuor of
ZI to th gprlng o? 31 r&ro tbe cnrctf$dqr occarrred. Jesus begar to
preacb pnaUfcfy-la A.D- 28 at Patecogt (fub 4.16i see page 32 of lbe
icrrrcit'Sd,cnt booklet ).
Pcntius Pllate Es Ilrosurator of Judaea &rrtag thls perlod of ten f6EBo
^lppareat)if tre uag sppolated to off,loe DIfg1 !9 Juua:y of 7l od tbo
took offlce Eone tl&e durlng the flrst nmths of 7l A.D.

Ibe amest od oresuttrar of SeJmlap rbo r76s plottr"g tgn{ns! tbe ttf'eror,
fom o lryortant part of tbe backgrourd of evmts la the Euplre ln r-eL*
tl.m to thi enrciffxfm of Jegu.s as dlsgtrgssd tr &'. Ilo€h t$ ths rncoo
packager qilLatnrs rnaterlal (dlssusrod cn p. 119 Jrr tmgq). &r thie saEE
cnrclal yoar t&g [99 Testmmt Cburoh beea gn l&g &g gf Pe'.tecost.

SLtr@ t{agus rdrnkedr (lctg 8). lbls narkg the trrre 6srgl-n of the 8@sn
Cathollo Cburch t (For thte ad orbsequart werate in early cburch hlstory,
aee lcascll 49 af tbe Corrcapondooe Corse, the flrst ln tbe sarlos cr3

tbe tnls hl.story of the trrrs cburch.)

Early ln thls year Saul lps ccoverted sn the road to hascus.

Slnon !{agra goea to B@.

I'finlaterlaL cmforence at tbe headquarters churcb (&tE f 5). e*f
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secmd 19-year cycle beglns m &v of Pentecost
(Acts t6).

Relgp of lloro. Naro ls irrT,ortart becatrse of his relatLcrnship to the
l1fe of Pnll r hi.s persecutlon of the cbristlars fui noeer ed the fact
that hls inept srd dlssolute ruLe anLnlnated tn the rwolutlcnary ad
cbaotlc period of 69-?O r&o Jenrsal.m feIL. 

.

Psul Eites the Bplstle to the Bonog. He Ls placed uader anest ln
Jerlsalo (ttg zi).

Pau-l reralna rnder arest acd appbars befcce Fellxe Festus, and ffcod
AglIlpa II (:o-tmr psge 115 ill-toge). It ras u6fore treitus that Paul
nade hle aprpeal to Caegar (Acts 25t1&12, 23t11)c &e firll story l.s
contalaed tn clupters 21 throrgb % of tbo Book of Acts.

Paul saals to Bone' &i.a ls the sarp year tn *rtch llero surdered hLs
motbc, Agtlppfua I (Laagerr p, 1.?Ar)

Psulrs flrgt xonaa {nFrlsonreat lasted trrc years (Ectg 28:,,o). Iis rne
releasod lr 61.

Af,ter bejag released flon Prlsco, Paul Jouraryad to Speta, Engladr srd
undoubtedl.y nada a clrsuit of elL Nortbrestern Er.rrqn. tra this sme
year Joes, the Iordls brotber, was rnartSrred ty befng tbroro ftcm a
higb virldos of the teopJ.e.

A great fire destrcryed rost of Rono. Nero bllaned hia aet of rslrnn
clearaccroa the Chrlstlms t&o rpte serrerr{y persecuted (T*rg"", 120).

Beglnnipg of the Jerdsh revolt in Judaea *ich suJmlnated !o ?O rltb
the destnrctlm of Jenrsala.

Paulls seccnrd and last Rorngr lntr'r!.sonnearto Ha rag srcested smelhere
tD Asta, talst agaln to Rone, ad lps bebeaded b 68. Peter res kjlled
h tbts sr.@ y€s. l{aro corunitted suLclde fu a vlLla antside none
endJ.g th€ Jullo-Clglrd5'a }lrte of eq)o:rora.

thls brlef hrt violent period vltness€d the rlse 6rl fn]] of three eb
perore-4alh, Otbo, ad VitelJlug-bofore VeEracl.a gtabilized the lsnlm
md forcded tbe Elaricoo dJmastyo thlg rme a tlme of renrolutlcar in the
mtlre BcmE Enn'tre and brarght aboot tbe follorrtng @ develoonmts:

(l) ffra sacmd 1g-year cfdle ended fe the Epheslm era of tbe
Cburcb becguse aAL prblic neet{ngs l*)re bmed-tbe lbv
testaent Church uas no lcnger able to speak od reach
p€cple rdth tbe e'osp€l ln a public nanner. lbe authorltLes
Frt e End to alJ' pub}lc and prlvate metlnga ln ordec to
prevwrt the posslbllty of f\uther revoluticn I

(2) Jertrsalm fe1r, the ierls trra slsuehter€d by the Rorna ar:nleE
rnder Tltus (autum of 7O).

(3) frfor to thlg the Jenrsalen headquarters ehrrrcb had fled to
PelLa.

(a) tt Teraple ms burnt t
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Srnaary of lilstory: Bsrgo Eryb€ page 5

7?41+ Co$regt_of Brltalrr by the Bouas. bsplte latc rwolte, the Ronalza-
tlcor ol Britala coatlnued rapldly ftcn thie tLme fonrard (r.-r'ger, 1?9].

79 !n enptlm 9f Nt-.- Vezuvlus, on the Bry of Naplea, h::r.ied PonI.,cl{ ag te1[
as aotber c_1t1 Herqrlareu!. hd the uext I€tEr 80 A.D., a 

-severe flre
ocsurred J3 B@.

% &e Euperor &alttm nrled 81-96. He tg loora for hls :"espmsibillty tn
the lryrtscnnsnt of Joh. Ile rpe fjral-ly assassiJrated la % A-D. (tle
event r&ich narks the end of the ElavLa]lner-L,anger, po t23) ranch
leads to the J4]lcatlm tbat 95 ts the yaar r&qr JChi gg released &o
8carr captivlty (he had been bsrlghed to tbe islad of Patnosr-E% t:9)
The decade of the 90ra A-D. ls tbe me dr:ring *icb Johnrs Gospel, bis
tbree Eplstles, and tbE Book of Xevelation rrre rritto.

96-96

98

9u117

n?-1n

13?-135

135

151+

Rei€D of the elderly lbrra (tom 35 L-D-). Silce l{arnra srd his tbree $ra-
eesiors had no sclns of their orlr (nayF.'Eerors had no uale heirt), the
princlple of .ggglr;!98o triurphtng over @$!9, secured a successim of
capable :ders haom as rthe flve good eoqrrorsr-lb:rrsr TraJanl Hadrlm,

l-

lmt
lntonfuus Plus, Ihrcrrs Aurellus-Nervars accessj.on narldng tbe beginning
of the Satoniae llne rrtrich endu.red rartil 192.

bath of the Apostle Joha.

hlgn of Eryeror lbaJaa. I{e allorrd Cbristltns peace lnstead of persect>
tlon-thorgh the law demanded persecutlon-because trulJ repentant ard
ccnrverted Chrlstlas t€re obedient, peacef\rl, dependablE-the klad of
subjects qr governnsnt appreclates t (CC Iasscnr 49r page 10. )

Irr Brlta!'', Hadrlan (ttZ-tl8) hrllds bis uall aeross the Lslma (Ianger,
page 14).

lbe Jews of Jurlaea revolted upon the fo.urding of a Eonan colony (neffa
CryitoU:ra) la .l"nrsalen srd the dedicaticor of a teqle to Juptter Cap
ltolLnus gg the site 9;[ their l9gl9. I]retr leaders rere tbe priest El-
oazar ad the fanatLc, Slmcn !94 Cocheba. As h. Hoeh expl-ained ia the
lRcne package! rylJabus naterLal, Euseblw in hts Chr:r,ch IiElpIg, ra.
cords tbat tbe ttonas rere not able to hrAlrl this pagcr tomple because
supernatrral ba1ls of flre oane out to strilo tbe uorhm t It nas not
that the Jer,rs pu.t a stop to it becauss they rore porrerless to do so-it
nae the result of divine lnterrrenticn. rbnenber tbat this is fu the 1aL
ter years of tbo retgn of Hqdrla. Ibe srppresd.o of the revoLt aLl tnrt
depoptrlated Judaea eord thereafber Jene could enter Jerwalm tnrt onrce a
ye€r; Jenrsalern uas made a fomeo colony. This corapleted tbE deoratlcoali-
zatlcn of the Jern begun b5r Vespasla. Ihtlt 1919 the Jens of the Ds-
persicnr Lpigglgg)r scattered anmg other peoples urd general\. des-oisd,
posoesoed on\y a raclal enrd relLgl.ous rnlty. Ttre tuo great editlons of.
ihu fq]Jrua rcte pt"'pared ia Batylon in the- lato 5th c"nt't ty (Lang"r, 124).

t{ost of the PelLa congregaticn apostatlzee narking the end of tbe Ephee-
lse era srd the beglaning of the ftryrrrra era.

Polycar-l, blshop of fogrnra riro had been trained W the apostlo John, eorl
tqrrled unsucc€ssfuqy dth &icetuoe the bishop of ltome, about i'oeptng
the Passover. Inleetus beld to Easter obsenrsrce t
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155

161-180

167-185

1*1y2

193J11

195

21*222

6

irlhat bqpened next? Iou guessed it-JoJycarp is bunet tc death I

R€igr of Margus lureliue, a dlstingulshed Stolc phllosopher; he wag the
author, irr Greek, of &di!.q$gng. H5.s relgn represents the tfirq'h 9,f
9toiclo. iiaaci about the origin erd slgnlficance of the Stolc pblloso-
p!\t h h. ttart:rrf s f,llac€ Chager pqp€r. Iengel, page 125 states tbat,
oMarctrg ls sald to hore issnred a s€vare Xgscrlpt asairst thg ChrlstlErs.
Ta ay caso, tbqr rere subjocted to lncreasingly bitter od far-reachlng
perseantlcn pers€sutlon, probab\y as fonenters of trcuble ty thetr pro-
phecies of ev!I, ard ag dlsloyal to the state because they uculd not
srpar oaths to the eqp€ror or offer incsnse to hls statues or serve ln
tbe anqr.n lbis descrlption cor:ld, of courser apply as much to false
Chrlstlsrs of the tine-the not-yet legally recognlzed developing Cath-
ollc cburclr-as to Chrlstlme of the Syma era, if not nore so.

1!1s nag the l;i.1gb of l$&, geglods fn lfrlch rarbeLievablo J{Efgr .fgnlnptr
&L9g9! and ng!3lgl d{easters calaltorrsly redtrced tbe lornao Errylre to
nrtttai Ibe eecond uas fro 2S265 L.D..t the thlrd son 395 to /+10

& D., srd the fourth, ed.by far tbe nost distresslng perlod of al.l,
uas frcor *5 to 610 A.D. (during ard after thE ti:no of Justi.nlaa). these
evqrte are dlscussed ln the artlcile rlfil.L l'le Ever leam?n by k. l'lartln
in the August, 1%5, &t&lg IS!!. lbese calsritles aI€ as much the cause
of ttro decline end fa1l of rbne aE any other si:rgle factor I t Yet rmy
historlanrg a}nost, ccnpletely overlook tbo. t*[rg"" rnentions very brlef-
\y the flrst trm of tLoeE pertods (pp' 125, 129).

Relgn of Comnodus, last of the Sntcnrine Il,ne. Ha uas the flrst €q€ror
sjnce bmltLe to gucceed by bfuth rathc than by adopticn. Boak glves
the following descrlptlon: iluclus Aurelius Cowrodusr the ignobls son
of a noble fatber, 1s me of the fey in the long llne of llouan nrlerg
of r&on nothinE pbod ggf !g Eii$. Goward\y, cnrel, cnd sensuaL, he gme
hiraee1f up to a life of pleasure od left the conduct of the govertneat
ia the hendg of a srccesslcor of fryorltee, ubo us€d thelr pouer to f\rr-
ther thelr ora Lnterestg . . . . Hls chlef anbiticn mg to rdn froe as a
gladlatoe. H6 fteErent\y apfrared !r the arsna. . . . ($. ntstorv' 9J lton?

lp ft54r!*, p. 269) Imger descrlbes hls fttttng endr non bc. 31r 1*,
bis consublae I'tarclr, hls choberLala Ec1ectua, ad the praetorlan prae-
fest I€etua had him stagled bf a rrestler nued Narctssus" (p. 1261.
As stated earLler, the period fbon 192 to 28,(r rdtnessed a drastic dec.llae
in the Enpire r&Ich uas saved cnly blr the drastLc nea$lles of tno strong
ntlers, OlocletLer ad Cqrstotl:re.

il€lg! of SeptJnlns Swernrs. He rng the ftuft Rornryr ll"Fercr ng! of nonn

extractlco--.he uas a Pbomleian 1!on Nortb Afrlcao See page n fd. tn
rThe !€ce Changer. llrd ttme the Carthaglnicrs trlnphed ovc Ros after
e'l'l I

Pffcrates of Asia l{laor defended the Passovc before Victor of ttone; blrt
Vlcte roccoruunlcated those in Asfi $6 st{l1 lqt the Passove l

Brief retgn of Elggghglgg rjro $as a'f\11-fledged prlest of tbe sun ggl fr
hie natiw corartry of $61a. See h, l'rarttlto descrlptlcn of bln cn ppo

3*39 of rThe Bace Chogtr. He nas mrrdered by the praetoria guard.

Fo:ndtng of the Neu Peralam LqFfre ttr Ardaghlr. ltts mot more prob-
las for tbe troubl*-rlddo F^rrF,lre.-'ootber en€qr to hold offl
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.crrRrq:Tr of l{5-story3 lt€rEan ETri.re pagB 7

19" p:tLod of fLfty years ftm 235 to 285 A.D. ls a prolcoged rerpeti-
ticnr of the shorter erpocbs of civll na of 6#9 ard 193-197 A.D.. nl:-
tag thls iate:rral trrnty-elx Augustt, Includ1rrg such as rpr.e colleaguag
ln tbe l3pg&ignr obtained recognltloa ln Rme cnd of these crnJy one es-
capgd violernt death. Ia addlticnr, tbere trre nub€rous usu,r?€rs cr lttrr-
rrntsr l as cedldatee rdro fatled to nalo good thelr sle{ns to the priicL
pate rpre sallsd. N.nost a'11 sf theee enperore rpre the ncmLnees bf tne
soldiery, ard at leaet posseseed n{tttary qualJflcatLons tbat rpre above
the crverage. In ganeral tbey ccarscientlously derroted thensalves to the
task of restorlrrg order l.u the E"pire, but thelr efforts riere la tbe mla
nulLlfled ty the treacbery of thelr orn troops srd the riso of rlval +
p€rors o o . . 8te raaln cause of thls Clsorganizatlcn lry in the fact
tbat tbe professl.onal.anry had lost a'l'l e6q1ss of loyalty to the Eryire
. . . I (Boak, p. n6). '

!alg! of bcius rbo rlnstltuted !!g fi.rst eEneral Dglgeggfgg qg l&g
$$*fgqr and pelhape of aIL r&o rpuld not sacrifice to tbe qerc.
Fsperon-norshlpp tho%h used as €arly as PlJny as e test agalnst- Cbrtst-
5,aae, oe€,ns non to hwe beccme a reguirernent of atl lryal subJectsl
r&lch indlcatee a grovlng beltaf la the actual divtnity of thi eryiror!(Lager, 129).

Thls second perlod of great calanity fn ths noean rrcrld iaeluded plague,
fanlne, uar, md earthqualcos. A ftJ.l one-hal-f of the hrmsr race lpr€
corylete\y vfped out of oclstence ln thls short 15 yearst

30y313

R€lgn of !Loc1et13!, r&os reforne alcng rdtb those of Ccnst€ntine, sav€d
!@ Ronrr Fn'nlre rfrlcb nas abort to collapse Scnr interaal gld exteira],-
problecos t lbe Eup5re ms divlded futo tuo Darigr east od rcgt (tbe trp
legs of the lraage, h. 2l) ratn the dlvldlng ltne rr.urring 1?orrr the h-
ube dorn to tbe Adrlatlc coast sorth of ftlsst1s. lbe trp naJor spheres
rpre $rHlvided luto four frraefectures--Gau1, Ita.ly, Il\yrfalrn, srd tlre
East. Then eacb praefectura uas dlvlded jatb s€v6ra.1 dlocesesi ondr lasL
1y, tbe diocasss uere suHivtded into Dl!tringeg (a total of 116). lhis
perlod l.tr tbe history of itorne ls rety lrrportmt ln rclatlon to the Bible
because 1t 1s the ti.re r&ear lbg $gg.f stmcture of rthe Beasttr nas set-
tled fr@ ddcb the riraage of the Beast!-the governnenlal oreelzatlqr
of tbe burgeoarlag B€mn Catbollc Cburch--ms copledlt (tmger, p. 131.)

A pnrlod of gareral perseantion of tbe Christias urder Diocletiaa. Ih.ese

!9r y"*" 
-of- 

persegutlm are refe:red to prophatiealJy as !g3 dgvs ln the
histoay of the $ryrna Era of the tnlE cburch fu, tt€v. 2;'lo. rb*-rmg a di-
rect attelr'Ftt to octlrpate Chrlstianity ln all fomns, whether tnre or ber-
etLeal, la tba rfiole Erapire I As Larggr notes, the persesutlsa rns stoppedln the sttire rest in 3o5--afber Just tbree years-fut raged in thE eait
urtll 313. Ttis ls the reascar the Catholle Church la the West $rvir€d
to be eo strong later. (lsrgerr 1n.)

2Sza68 Relgns of valcl,anrs (zgyzSg) and GaLliqrus (zS%zA) raader r&om, ln tbe
rprds of Boakr p. 277, itho fortwres of the erylre reached theb iomst
ebbr I Dring tbe rule of the fonoer, as the ftclntlers ceased to hofA"
cltles ulthln the erytre bega to build g9LLE. In the drys of the laiter,
nretenders aooear-ed throu.ehout the ersolre md tbe perLod has beqr ca]]ed
tbat of tbe rtbirty tyratgr (I@gerr- 129),
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ls$.Ed rd.th the vleu !9 $g !be, gglfugg;L sunport 9f lheChrlslleg aed potnted rnnl.stakabJy to Cbrlstlotty asto Cbrlstfotty as
3Xg1 nrtrrre stat€ relLslcnr (Ooaq gp. 3til4t8).

- Costatlne deslgRated $radry as a gsneral bo1ldry. thigrnaa ln fulll aceord vlth hts po]lcy of toleraticn, for: al-
tbougb this ms tbe day celebiatea ty CUfstler (Zl acrths lotdls dryrr ag tbs-tdry of the $Er lt could tre ce|L-
ebratod by pagds alsor (Bonk, p. 3fi).

30r7n Selao of Const?ntlne lhg errggt. cbrlstlolty uag too wldespread to root
out eo, rnde Coustmtlne, it rlas lggllLggC. Aa h. Hoeb *platns, lt
',ras bougbt iato the governnont-tled to the gcwernmeat-lq the eovanc-
mt corrld ccntrol lll Tbe loy evats In tbe rsrgn follou:

(l) ftl - oaleritrs, Idcinlrrsr €lad Ccaostatlne, ln cmcert, !.ssued
a edlct r&lcb put a ead to the persesrrtlcn of ChrlstlF
ae ed grated tben the rfght to practlce thelr re1lgicn.

(z) llz - BattLe oi tbe l"l{tvLe Brldg- befori lftiab ccnstatlne sald
he sau a cross fu tbo slqp ad tbe dwl.ce t4 LCg slgro Sig-
ggfl (L@ger, B3).

$) ZIZ - Edlct 9f Ulig. 'In 313 Canstatlae ad ticlnlw net at
l'I{lme r&ere they lsnred a jotnt edlct of toLeraticoo, ddch
placed chrlstlelty qp@ an eqnal footttg dth tbe pagao
<rurlts of tbe state. lJ.thot€h thls edict enrnciated tbe
princlple of rellgiots toleraticn fe tbe F.qlbe, J.t rlao
ls$.Ed rdth the vleu !9 $g lbg nolitlcal s$roort gf ibe

2ql
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$naary of Histo:y: Rn'nqr't hplre page 9

iby watr. la tbe relgn of ConststtlnE concluded:

$) lZ5 - CounQlL !! Nlcaea. thls rras tbe rorldrs flrst ecutnenlcal (r,rcr1e
vtdeJ courc{L ln the hlstory of Cathollclot .1}e Elwenth edl-
tlon of the Fritmnlca emphaslzee tbat this rrns tbe flrst at-
to"pt to fix the crlterla of Chrlstiarl orthodcngr b5r nears of def-iaitely fcrnrLated prono.uremants on tbo content of chrlstlan
bellef . . . .n &y topics r€re the date for tbe obsa::vsrce of

G) 3n - HHi,Hl "f ffi Jfr lllsifl ;, T :, lth' ffi H*;, " : ri\: 
o#ir'

tbls year Constantlae issred cofus rdth tbe l:naee of tbe $ar-

(il zn - tr *'tli *t'J|3,:ytrhH "u: ::f JlT:'*:"$iiI:.'# );*n-
slcn-otherw:Lse horsr as .grlg&Lbgt lbie 1g tbe- flrst receaea
act of qprlnkli:lg in al.l of churoh htstonytt

313 MeetJng of tbs Coractl of Ssraica, eooqrosad of lJestenr leaders cr\y-lt uag
not a unlversai. or eeulenloal courctl I It conftoed the l{estenj 3s5}{ng tbat
tbe blshop of Sorne ought to be thE bed of the Churc,h by eactionfng Pspe
Jtrllrrs as the final arblter ta dtsputeg re$rlttng fbouo the Arisr cortr&erry.

361-363 neigr of Jrr]lgr nthe Apostater, the last erpercIr r&o dld not fwor Chrlgttan-
lty. Hs nsrted to substltute paganism for Christianfty (targsr, 13j). Hig
statements about Chrlst belp prove He $as o actual hlstorical ilgrrre (see
Ib. Hoehrs comeats ln tbe syllabus rnaterial, cnr Rqne).

n6 Exactly 100 years befor.e thE tradltional date for the fa'|I of tbe Hom no-
plrer tbe Vistgoths crossed tbe krube into the F,rryire. This ig tbo date
uaua{y glveo to nark the beglurrng of tbe Gennan lwasims.

718 Battle of Adrioople. the Eryeror VaLeos is lcLULed. lbis narlcs tbe begin-
niag of tbe end for tbe Erylre. Af,ber this the Ronans rrre never again able
to lceerp the barbari"ne out of the Sonar bourrlarieg,

39rl+10 lbls narks the tbird perlod of great calanrty to strlke the &qplre. Seo Ih.
l.isrtilrt s artlcle (&gust, 1965, PlEi!. !g!h).
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lbe Ronas svaqrate Brltala.

The Visigoths sack Rone rarder Alarlc (lager, Bl+). First t{ne ln 8@ yearsll

the Vardals urder Galserlq afber a tucFyear elege of Hippo (rite"e lts blsbo'p,
Augustine dles fu l3O), eF.tze lbrtb Af,rl.ca.

the Vandal. kingdorn 5n A&1ca 1s fggggflre,E ty tbe liollsl government.

The logles od Sorcns lewe f^urcpe srd novo lnto Brttala Crre to presstue So
the vast Hrarrlc realn utder ltttla.
lhe lturrs are stopped at the Battle of Chalcne (Langor, pil. lbis ms the
tnost gj-sdflcmt battle g[ srtioultv because lt mesrt the Eurrtval of the
lbnan concept of gover:mmt ln Eurcgre, later pronoted by Charlenagne.

ltre Vandalg luder Gaiserlc sack Rore.

The Hen:llan, 0dovacar, deposed EcmJLus AugustuLus, the J.ast eryerc tn tbe
rnst, at !fuy6d1s. 1!1s is the tradltional date for tbe qrd of the itoeel
Emplre. 2q,


